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suffered by the passengers who are not allowed to land.
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169.  THE HEROIC SONG OF BENGAL

Every Western nation has its national anthem. They sing it on im-
portant occasions. The British anthem, God Save the King, is well
known. The Englishman is inspired with heroism when he sings it. Ger-
many, too, has its famous anthem. La Marseillaise- of France is of such
a high order that the French go into ecstasies when it is sung. Having
realized this, Bankim Chandra, the Bengali poet, thought of composing a
song for the Bengali people. The song, Bande Mataram, composed by
him has become very popular throughout Bengal. Mammoth meetings
have been held in Bengal in connection with the swadeshi movement
where millions of people gathered together and sang Bankim's song. The
song, it is said, has proved so popular that it has come to be our national
anthem. It is nobler in sentiment and sweeter than the songs of other
nations. While other anthems contain sentiments that are derogatory
to others, Bande Mataram is quite free from such faults. Its only aim
is to arouse in us a sense of patriotism. It regards India as the mother
and sings her praises. The poet attributes to Mother India all the good
qualities one finds in one's own mother. Just as we worship our mother,
so is this song a passionate prayer to India. The words used are mostly
Sanskrit, but easy to understand. The language, though Bengali, is simple
enough for everyone to understand. The song is of such a high order
that we print it in the Gujarati script below1, and in the Devanagari script
in the Hindi columns.
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170. LORD SELBORNE AND BRITISH INDIANS
Elsewhere will be found a report of the interview2 that a deputation,
on behalf of the British Indian Association of the Transvaal, had with
Lord Selborne, on Wednesday, the 29th ultimo.
The British Indian Association has done well in placing the position
so fully before Lord Selborne. It could not but have struck His Excellency,
as it strikes us, that the case put before him on behalf of British Indians
in tide Transvaal is extremely moderate and reasonable. In fact, His Excel-
lency admitted the "extreme reasonableness" of the statement that any
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